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Minutes                                                                                                   January 20, 2016
Regular Meeting

HINGHAM PLANNING BOARD
January 20, 2016 @ 7:00 PM – Central North

Present:  Planning Board Members, Sarah Corey, Chairman, Judith Sneath, Clerk, Jennifer 
Gay Smith and William Ramsey.   Also present were, Community Planning Director Mary 
Savage-Dunham and Dolores DeLisle, Administrative Assistant

Planning Board Agenda

7:00 PM PUBLIC HEARING:  Proposed Amendment to the Hingham Zoning By-
Law **Joint with the Zoning Board of Appeals**

 Changes to Nonconforming Structures Accessory to Single Family and Two-
Family Dwellings - This proposed amendment, if adopted, would provide an 
alternative to more intensive expansions of nonconforming single and two family 
dwelling permitted by right under the so-called Hatfield Amendment under 
Section III-01, 2 by creating a more appropriate permitting mechanism to review 
changes to preexisting nonconforming structures accessory to single or two-
family dwellings.  The proposed article also includes explicit standards for 
acceptable levels of change.  As Proposed, the article authorizes the Board of 
Appeals to review the reconstruction, extension, alteration or structural change of 
nonconforming residential garages, sheds, porches, and other accessory structures 
through a Special Permit process, which still requires notice and allows for public 
input.

8:00 PM Definitive Subdivision:  Christina Estates at Baker Hill
Request for Modification
Request for a Modification of the approved plans from conditions of the 
Certificate of Action dated 1/10/2000 and modifications to the Approved 
Subdivision plans

                    REQUEST TO CONTINUE HEARING TO LATE FEBRUARY DATE

Old/New Business:
1. Review and Adoption of Minutes from November 30, 2015
2. Administrative / Committee Reports

Hearing(s)

7:08 PM The Chairman called the meeting to order and welcomed Jennifer Gay Smith as 
the newest member of the Planning Board.  Her skills and expertise will be a great
benefit to the Board, and all members look forward to working with her.     

7:09 PM PUBLIC HEARING:  Proposed Amendment to the Hingham Zoning By-Law  - 
Changes to Nonconforming Structures Accessory to Single Family and Two-
Family Dwellings -

The Chairman opened the continued hearing.  Mr. Fisher and Mr. Freeman, Zoning Board of 
Appeals (ZBA) members, were both present, but noted that as there wasn't a quorum of the ZBA 
they were participating as individuals.  The Chair read the proposed language and then 
acknowledged Emily Wentworth, Senior Planner, who outlined the proposed amendment along 
with a powerpoint presentation.  Ms. Wentworth explained that the intent of the article was to 
address a need that the ZBA had identified regarding obstacles to expanding nonconforming 
accessory structures (decks, steps, sheds).  Presently an applicant would need to apply for a 
variance to expand a nonconforming accessory structure, and the burden of proof is high for a 
variance.  The proposal is to allow the expansion of these structures through a special permit A1 
process instead of a variance process.  This would essentially create an easier permitting process 
for residents, and, the ZBA feels a more appropriate permitting process.  The Board heard the 
presentation, asked questions, and heard comments from the public.  The Board then continued 
the hearing to the meeting of February 1, 2016 at 8:00 PM.
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8:07 PM Definitive Subdivision:  Christina Estates at Baker Hill
Request for Modification - REQUEST TO CONTINUE HEARING TO LATE 
FEBRUARY DATE 

The Acting Chair, William Ramsey, acknowledged the revised request for continuance of the 
hearing on the modification, and a request for extension of time for completion of the 
subdivision.  The Board then Voted to continue the hearing to May 16, 2016, and extend the time
for completion of the subdivision to May 29, 2017.  Ms. Corey was recused from this item. 

Old/New Business:
1. Review and Adoption of Minutes from November 30, 2015.  The Board adopted the 

November 30, 2015 minutes with revisions, and, adopted the January 6, 2016 minutes as 
written.

2. Board members elected to take the lead on the following articles:
 Sarah Corey – Bed & Breakfast Establishments

 Judith Sneath – Media Broadcasting\

 William Ramsey – Flood Plain

As there was no other business, the meeting adjourned at 8:28 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Dolores A. DeLisle
Administrative Assistant


