
Trustees of the Hingham Bathing Beach

Minutes for the meeting held on June 6, 2016                                                                                                                         

at the Hingham Town Hall

 Trustees Edward Johnson, Alan Perrault and Chris Daly in attendance.

 Also in attendance:
o Bill Reardon – Harbor Development Committee
o Mark Cullings – Hingham Farmers Market
o Clark Robinson – Supervisor, Hingham Bathing Beach

 Chairman Perrault called the meeting to order at 10:00 am.

 The Trustees reviewed the drafts of the minutes for the meetings of May 16 and May 17. A. Perrault 

made a motion to approve the minutes as drafted. E. Johnson seconded the motion. A vote was taken 

and the minutes were unanimously approved. E. Johnson and A. Perrault to review the drafts of the 

minutes for the meetings dated April 4, May 13, May 27 for a vote at the next scheduled meeting.

 Hingham Farmers Market discussion
o Discussion of the placement of stands in the future. Pros and cons of each possible location 

within the parking lot and grove and in consideration of possible locations for the new 

bathhouse. 
o HFM was very busy last weekend. Touch-A-Boat event was going on. Parking of cars on the 

Selectman’s parcel was extensive as all other parking was filled. 
o M. Cullings advised that the Board of Selectmen have voted to approve wine sales for one year. 

No wine tasting will be allowed. Police Chief also approves the decision. There will be two wine 

sellers, alternating weeks for each. 
o C. Daly made a motion to approve HFM’s request to allow vendors to sell wine at the Saturday 

market, predicated on the Board of Selectmen’s and The Police Chief’s approval, for a period of 

one year. E. Johnson seconded the motion. A vote was taken and the motion was unanimously 

carried. 
o HFM payments to The Bathing Beach are $100 per week or about $2900 for the season. A 

potential increase in the weekly fee to cover additional costs (parking lot striping or adding 

additional parking spots) was discussed. 
o We are still waiting for the DPW to provide pricing to resurface (lightly) and re-stripe the parking 

spots. 
o Planning Board meeting the request to add additional parking spots is planned for June 13. Police

Chief and Board of Selectmen recommend use of pervious material that DPW already has in 

stock. Much less expensive than pavers. 

 A. Perrault advised that the Board of Selectmen have approved acceptance of the $700,000 grant from 

the Seaport Economic Council. 

 New bathhouse
o Soil borings are being done today. Results in 7-10 days. Borings being done on the Selectman’s 

parcel (Bandstand), The Grove and the southwest corner of the parking lot (Near Route 3A). 
o Selection of the architect – we are waiting for pricing from Brown & Lindquist as they only priced 

phases 1-2 of 5. 1-2 were priced at $59,000 which is higher than expected. Roger Fernandes, 

Town Engineer, to contact B&L to discuss a price reduction. 
o CHA has been selected as the firm for the engineering work.
o Discussed use of pre-fabricated trusses to reduce construction costs.

 Lifeguard staffing and beach operations for the 2016 season:



o C. Robinson has designed new shirts and sweatshirts for the guards. Costs are $12.83 for the shirt

and $24.00 for the sweatshirt. Total costs for the staff is approximately $400. Clark was 

authorized to place the order. 
o Hats are $16 each. Clark was authorized to place the order.
o Training with the Fire Department will be completed the week before beach opening (June 22-

25) for two hours. 
o Lifeguard coverage – there may be some coverage issues as many applicants applied as 

substitutes only. It suggested that the search for applicants be expanded, the openings re-posted 

on the town website and our Facebook page. Clark advised that other beaches and the YMCA are 

having similar staffing issues. 
o E. Johnson that our lifeguard pay rate is $11.50/hour plus a 2% increase in July. The DCR pays 

lifeguards $16/hour at their beaches. May have to address this difference in the off season. E. 

Johnson to discuss with David Basler, the Town’s Human Resources Director. 
o Clark has researched lifeguard chairs and has not found any available for purchase. He 

recommends building our own. He will discuss with HHS woodshop instructor and see they could 

build one. 
o Clark will order new buoys for the swim lines, install them and coordinate getting the lines in the 

water with the Harbormaster’s office. 
o We discussed signage at the beach. Consensus was that two signs are needed at the beach 

entrance and at the bathhouse welcoming visitors to the beach and listing the beach regulations. 

A. Perrault will obtain quote for new signs. 
o Health Department will test the water quality weekly.
o The bathhouse will be painted by the Plymouth County Sherriff’s Dept. (Work release). E. 

Johnson met with them last week. They can do painting, interior and exterior and will do some 

repairs (metal and wood). The Bathing Beach Trustees need to supply their lunch. Trustees to buy

the supplies. 
o A. Perrault investigated solar trash compactors. They are $4000 to $8000 each.
o C. Daly to order signs for the beach indicating that beach grass will be planted in the Fall.
o Discussed obtaining a beach wheelchair to help handicapped beach users get to the beach. E. 

Johnson to investigate costs. 
o Discussed extending the new walkway further along the waterfront, through the Grove and 

across the Bandstand parcel. 
o C. Robinson expressed some concerns about security for the beach and parking lot at night. C. 

Daly to contact a member of the Police Dept. to understand their current practice for patrolling 

the parking lot. Discussed the possibility of chain or gate to close the parking lot at night. 
o Discussed the beach use application. Feeling is that we may need to make some changes to the 

application and formalize it. 

 C. Daly made a motion to adjourn the meeting. E. Johnson seconded the motion. A vote was taken and 

the motion was approved unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 12:30 pm.


