
COUNCIL ON AGING
MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 12, 2013 MEETING

PRESENT:  Kristen Arute, Gretchen Condon, Debra Hoffman, Linda Hurley, Peter Nevins,
Dick Ponte, Beth Rouleau, Barbara Farnsworth, Director

ABSENT:  Gail K. Faring, Joan Iovino

The meeting was called to order at 4:30 pm by Chairman Beth Rouleau.

CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS:  Beth Rouleau introduced and welcomed new Council on Aging 
members Kristen Arute and Peter Nevins.  

SECRETARY’S REPORT:  Gail Faring (Barbara Farnsworth reporting)
Motion by Dick Ponte, second by Gretchen Condon to accept the Secretary’s Report with the 
following correction:  Chairman’s remarks should read – Thank you for all your efforts, it has 
been great working with you.  Motion passed unanimously.

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Debra Hoffman (Barbara Farnsworth reporting)
Barbara Farnsworth reviewed the various funding sources for the Department of Elder Services 
which include:

 Municipal Appropriation – voted by Town Meeting.  This is the major source of funding 
the Department and is utilized for salaries and basic expenses.  Unexpended funds are 
returned to the Town’s General Fund at the end of the fiscal year.

 Revolving Account – voted by Town Meeting each year.  This account pays for 
instructors, programs, Senior Center supplies, and such related costs.  Any program fees 
and related fees are deposited to this account for payment as indicted above.  
Unexpended funds can be carried into the next fiscal year.

 Formula Allocated – granted by the Executive Office of Elder Affairs on an annual basis. 
Amount of funding is based on a per capita amount/elder based on the 2010 Federal 
Census.  This funding is used for staffing positions not funded in the Town Appropriation
and miscellaneous expenses.  For FY’17 the amount is $10/elder for a total of $57,350.
Unexpended funds cannot be carried over and are deducted from the next year’s 
allocation.

 Donation Account – monetary gifts received from individuals.  This funding is used for 
items not funded through other sources and also to financially assist individuals in need.  
Unexpended funds can be carried into the next fiscal year.

Donation Account Report for July and August (FY’17) - $46,123.74 was carried over from 
FY’16 and is indicated as the beginning balance.  Revenues received for July and August totaled 
$700.00 and expenses totaled $3867.35.  The balance as of August 31 was $42,956.39.
Municipal Budget (FY’17) – there were no unforeseen expenses.

Donation Account Report (FY’16 year-end) – Total revenues for the year were $63,678.55. 
Expenditures totaled $17,544.81.  The balance carried into FY’17 was $46,123.74.
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Municipal Budget (FY’16 year-end) - $47,245.81 was returned to the General Fund.  Of this, 
$29,940 was from expended funds appropriated for the Tax Work-Off Program.
Revolving Account (FY’16 year-end) – Total revenues for the year were $50,959.98. 
Expenditures totaled $42,707.77. The balance carried forward into FY’17 was $8,252.21

Motion by Dawn Sibor, second by Debra Hoffman to accept the Treasurer’s report as presented 
passed unanimously.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT – Barbara Farnsworth

 The fall program schedule is very full and among the programs are Matter of Balance, 
Lifelong Learning, ukulele lessons, and two educational programs focusing on Medicare 
D and open enrollment.  

 Diane Picot began as Administrative Secretary on August 23, and Ed Rinella began as 
Transportation Coordinator on August 30.  It is a pleasure having them both as a part of 
the Elder Services staff.  Diane Picot had been working in the Selectmen’s office and Ed 
Rinella had been a volunteer driver.

 Formula Allocation – As discussed above, we receive a grant from the Executive Office 
of Elder Affairs each year and the amount received this year will be $57,350.  We still 
have one unfunded position, Volunteer Coordinator, and at this time we are delaying 
filling the position for two reasons.  The first reason is to ensure that the newly hired staff
have settled into their positions and are feeling comfortable in their new roles.  The 
second reason concerns the status of the State budget.  While no official notice has been 
given, we need to be cautious that there is the possibility of 9c cuts by the Governor 
during the fiscal year.  Once we are assured that such cuts won’t be forthcoming, then we
will proceed with filling the Volunteer Coordinator position.

 New Van Purchase – we have received the bid via State contract for the purchase of a 
new van.  While we originally pursued the purchase through a company that is on the 
State bid list, they did not provide us with an updated quote when requested in late June.  
The cost of the vehicle is $58,533.  Town Meeting appropriated $50,000 and last 
December you (Council on Aging) had agreed to expend $5,000 if needed due to the 
nature of the situation.  At this time, requesting that the $5,000 amount be increased to 
$8,533 and if there are unexpended funds in the Formula Allocation at the time the 
vehicle is ready for delivery, we will reduce the $8,533 by the amount that we may be 
able to expend from the Formula Allocation.  Motion by Dick Ponte, second by Dawn 
Sibor to expend $8,533 from the Donation Account towards the purchase of the new van 
passed unanimously.  

 Tax Work-Off Program – we are beginning implementation of the Tax Work-Off 
Program for the next round.  Elder Services will be using an additional position from the 
program to assist with setting up and taking down furniture for programs.

 State Home Care Program – a statewide waiting list was implemented for FIL 4 as of 
September 1.  This group of individuals is the least frail of those who need services.  The 
waiting list was implemented due to insufficient funding for the program.
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 The Plymouth County DA and Sheriff have invited Councils on Aging to a Public Safety 
Luncheon on Thursday, October 13.  Please RSVP to Barbara Farnsworth no later than 
Thursday, September 29 if you wish to attend.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Volunteer Appreciation – Beth Rouleau
All plans are in place for the Volunteer Appreciation at Glastonbury Abbey on Wednesday, 
September 14.  Parking should be sufficient but may be confusing regarding where to park.  Dick
Ponte will station himself in the parking lot and direct people where to go.  Beth also stated that 
it was not a problem to decrease the original count from 125 to 110 without an additional charge 
from the caterer.

Annual Appeal – Beth Rouleau
Council on Aging members reviewed the Annual Appeal letter as drafted by Beth Rouleau and 
made suggestions for changes in some of the wording.  Beth Rouleau will make the changes as 
suggested and is still waiting for photos from Tom O’Donnell.  

There being no further business, motion to adjourn by Dick Ponte, second by Linda Hurley, 
passed unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned at 5:45 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara Farnsworth, Director of Elder Services
In the absence of Secretary, Gail Faring

The next Council on Aging meeting will be held on Monday, November 14, 4:30 pm


