EXISTING CONDITIONS NARRATIVE

1.0

INTRODUCTION

On behalf of Timothy Driscoll (Proponent), South River Environmental (SRE) is submitting this
Request for Determination of Applicability for landscaping activities within property located at
147 Martins Lane. The work is proposed within the 100-foot buffer zone to salt marsh located
west of and across Martins Lane which is an area subject to the jurisdiction of the MA Wetlands
Protection Act and the Town of Hingham Wetlands Protection Bylaw.

2.0

EXISTING CONDITIONS

The site currently consists of a developed single-family house lot approximately 6,500 square
feet in area (See Section III, Figures 1 and 2). There is an existing residence located within the
central portion of the site. There is existing hardscape surrounding the residence including a
stone patio, retaining walls and a porch / deck with stairs providing access to the ground. The
residence is accessed directly off Martins Lane and there is a small parking area located in the
northwest corner of the property. The remainder of the lot consists predominantly of maintained
lawn and a limited number of trees. The lot is bordered to the west by Martins Lane, to the
north by Surry Road and to the south and east by residential development.
Non-lawn or ornamental vegetation within upland portions of the property consist of a limited
number of Norway maple (Acer platanoides), red oak (Quercus rubra) and Eastern red cedar
(Juniperus virginiana). Review of the current Massachusetts Natural Heritage datalayers on
MassGIS indicates that there are no estimated habitats of rare wildlife or certified vernal pools
within the proposed project location (See Section III, Figure 3). According to FEMA, the site is
not located within the 100-year floodplain (land subject to coastal storm flowage) (MA GIS 2021)
(See Section III, Figure 4).

3.0

WETLAND RESOURCE AREAS

In November 2020, the subject property and adjacent area was reviewed in the field by South
River Environmental. The field review was conducted in accordance with the Massachusetts
Wetlands Protection Act and the Town of Hingham Wetlands Protection Bylaw.

3.1

Salt Marsh

An area of salt marsh is located across Martins Lane to the west of the property. There is a
stone retaining wall that separates the salt marsh from the adjacent roadway, and the limit of the
salt marsh extends to the base of the retaining wall. Dominant species within the salt marsh
include Spartina patens, Spartina alterniflora, high tide bush (Iva frutescens) and black grass
(Juncus geradii). There is an associated 100-foot buffer zone associated with the salt marsh
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that extends eastward into the subject property extending to approximately the rear (east) of the
existing residence.

4.0

PROPOSED ACTIVITIES

The applicant is proposing to conduct a variety of landscaping activities within the subject
property including the following:


Reconfiguration and replacement of an existing brick patio located southwest of the
existing residence with a similarly configured paver patio;



Repair / replacement of existing stairs extending from the driveway to the deck / patio;



Installation of granite stepping stones to direct foot traffic toward the backyard around
the southern side of the residence;



Installation of an 18” diameter drywell along the base of the kneewall around the western
edge of the patio.

All of the above-referenced improvements will be located within the 100-foot buffer zone to the
salt marsh located across Martins Lane. A small portion of the patio to be replaced in the front
of the residence is also located within the 50-foot buffer zone. To mitigate for this activity (even
though the patio is currently located within the 50-foot buffer), an 18-inch drywell will be installed
along the western edge of the knee wall to intercept and infiltrate stormwater runoff. The
stormwater currently sheet flows directly toward Martins Lane. Erosion controls will be installed
at the limit of work as necessary.

5.0

EROSION AND SEDIMENTATION CONTROL
5.1

Erosion Controls

Temporary erosion controls consisting of compost filter sock or equivalent will be installed prior
to commencement of construction activities within the property. All temporary erosion control
devices will be inspected daily in areas of active construction to ensure proper functioning and
maintenance. The erosion controls shall remain in place until written approval for removal is
issued by the Commission.

5.2

Site Stabilization

The final phase of the project is the restoration and stabilization of all exposed surfaces.
Disturbed areas will be reseeded. Permanent restoration and revegetation measures serve to
control erosion and sedimentation by establishing a vegetative cover. In the event weather
conditions prevent final restoration, temporary erosion and sedimentation measures will be
employed until the weather is suitable for final cleanup. A final inspection will ensure that the
project site has been permanently stabilized. Erosion controls will not be removed until the site
is stabilized, and the final inspection is complete.

Request for Determination of Applicability

2

147 Martins Lane
Hingham, MA

